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RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS AND SAN FRANCISCO: 
: ISSUE OF RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 


Readers at home and abroad may be glad 
to have on record the following account of 
correspondence that has passed between 


Mr. Anthony Eden and the British Council © 


of Churches, and also between Mr. Eden and 
the World’s Evangelical Alliance (British 
Organization) :— 


BRITISH COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 


In the course of its Spring Business Ses- 
sions the Council took action relative to the 
San Francisco Conference in two ways. It re- 


solved that the following message should be. 


cabled to the leader of the British delegation 
to the Conference :— 


“The British Council of Churches ex- 
presses the strong hope that the San Fran- 
cisco Conference may succeed in setting up a 
World Organization equipped with the neces- 
sary power, based on the principles of law 
and of justice, and open to all nations willing 
to accept its obligations. It urges further the 

great importance of the Economic and Social 
Council in securing full economic and social 
international collaboration, and of the safe- 
guarding of the fundamental rights and lib- 
erties of individual human beings. It assures 
the delegates, and especially those from the 
United Kingdom, of the deep interest and 
‘sympathy with which the Churches will fol- 


low the report of their deliberations, and of_ 


their earnest hope and prayer that the whole 
Conference may be crowned with success.’ 


~The following reply was received from Mr. 
Eden from San Francisco :— 
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BRITISH INFORMATION SERVICES ‘ 
An Agency of The British Government , a i 
30 Rockefeller Plaza, New York 20, N. Y. tate 


April 80th, 1945. 
“DEAR DR. CRAIG, 

I was most grateful for the kind telegram 
which you sent me on April 27th on behalf of 
the British Council of Churches. I should be 
grateful if you would thank the Council 
warmly on behalf of myself and my col- 
leagues for their support and encouragement. 

Yours sincerely, 
2S (Signed) ANTHONY EDEN.” 


The Council also passed the following 
Resolution on fundamental human rights and 
liberties, directing that it should be sent to 
the Prime Minister with the request that it 
might be brought to the notice of the British - 
delegates at San Francisco :— 


Fundamental Human Rights 


“The British Council of Churches, 
Believing that while the State has a right 
to require the loyal obedience of its citizens — 
within its proper sphere, its claims must be 
limited by recognition of the inherent prin- 
ciples of natural justice, which demand re- 
spect for fundamental human rights; ABE 
Recalling that a threat to these rights — 
made by a State claiming total and unlimited 
obedience from its citizens and seeking to 
extend this claim over citizens of other coun- — 
tries has been the principal factor in plung- — 
ing the world into the most cruel and destruc- 
tive war in history ; 
Convinced that no satisfactory interna. 
tional order can be established which fails to. 
secure for mankind the freedoms which have | 
been thus jeopardized ; oe 


Rm ier 


Urges His Majesty’s Government to take 
all necessary steps to obtain in whatever 
Charter or Covenant may be drawn up de- 
fining the constitution of a permanent inter- 
national organization, the insertion of a 
statement of those fundamental human rights 
and freedoms which every member nation 
will be required explicitly to acknowledge. 
The British Council of Churches, 

Being persuaded that an international 
order will be soundly based only if it protects 
and promotes the freedom of the individual 
to use his gifts to the full; to earn his living 
in security ; to practise and propagate his re- 
ligion; to express his views on all religious, 
political and cultural matters by speech and 
writing unhindered save by due consideration 
of the views of others; to preserve the sanc- 
tity of home life; and to educate his children 


in accordance with his religious convictions; © 


Urges that such freedoms of the individual 
shall be included in the statement of funda- 
mental human rights and freedoms; and, 
further that the statement shall include the 
freedom to form organizations for the de- 
velopment of the human spirit and shall ac- 
knowledge the due autonomy of such organi- 
zations in the. varied realms of religion, cul- 
ture, science, education and art. 

In particular, the British Council of 
Churches insists that religious bodies as such 
have an inherent right to constitutional free- 
dom and independence, including the right to 
hold without hindrance their own assemblies, 
to make rules for their members, to persuade 
others, and to hold property needed for their 
work; and urges that this inherent right shall 
be explicitly acknowledged.” 


WORLD’S EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE 


The Council of the World’s Evangelical 
Alliance addressed a letter to the British 
Delegates to the San Francisco Conference. 
including Lord Halifax, the Rt. Hon. Anthony 
Eden and others expressing their concern 
that the subject of Religious Freedom should 
receive commensurate consideration with 
other matters of international importance at 
this Conference. In their letter the Council 
state: 

Elbe President of the United States of 
America has ‘expressed himself in unhesitat- 
ing terms on the right of every man, woman 
and child to enjoy liberty of conscience and 
worship before God, an aspect of freedom in 
the new world which has also been endorsed, 
we believe, by our own Prime Minister, and 
by the great majority of the United Nations 
now about to confer at San Francisco on 


2 


matters affecting freedom and security in th 
post-war world. | pas 

“It is our earnest hope that you will per. 
sonally support the inclusion of a declaratio 
on the subject of Religious Freedom at the 
San Francisco Conference.” ie 

The replies to this communication have in- 
cluded the following letters from Lord Hali- 
fax and Mr. Anthony Eden :— 


British Embassy, < 

Washington, 8, D. C. 
April 9th, 1945. 

“DEAR MR. GOOCH, 

Thank you so much for your letter of 
March 23rd. 

I greatly value the good wishes of the 
Executive Council of the World’s Evangelical 
Alliance. 

I think you may be sure that the impor- 
tance of religious freedom will not be lost 
sight of at the San Francisco Conference. 
I need not tell you how fully I personally 
endorse the words which the President of the 
United States has spoken on this subject. 

Yours sincerely, 
(Signed) HALIFAX.” 
: 


The General Secretary, 
World’s Evangelical Alliance. 


Foreign Office, 


“DEAR SIR, S.W.1. 


Thank you for your letter of March 23rd 
in which you expressed the hope that I would 
support the adoption of a declaration on the 
subject of religious freedom at the San Fran- 
cisco Conference. 

As will have been seen from the terms of 
the invitation to the Conference issued by the 
United States Government on behalf of the 
inviting Powers and published in the Press, 
the object of the Conference is to draft the 
Charter of an international organization for 
the maintenance of international peace and 
security. The establishment of such an organ- 
ization will, it is hoped, provide a framework 
for the protection of all human rights and 
fundamental freedoms; but it is not expected 
that the Conference will concern itself with 
declarations on the.subject of particular 
human rights such as religious freedom. The 
views put forward in your letter will, of 


‘course, nevertheless be taken fully into ac- 


count in any discussion which may affect this 


SUSE Yours very truly, 


(Signed) ANTHONY EDEN.” 


The General Secretary, 
World’s Evangelical Alliance. 


A PASTOR’S EXPERIENCES AT 
BUCHENWALD i 

The International Press and Information 
Service reports that Pastor Jacques-Louis 
Roulet gave an interview to the I.C.P.LS. 
and narrated his experiences during six 
months spent in the concentration camp of 
Buchenwald. Pastor Roulet, who is Swiss by 
nationality, has carried out a ministry for 
the last ten years at Sochaux, the industrial 
city of the Peugeot factories in the district 
of Monthbéliard. We publish the sections of 
his story which are more particularly con- 
cerned with Christian experience. 

“Neither the newspapers nor the wireless 
have exaggerated in their reports on Buchen- 
wald. At the entrance to the camp there is 
an inscription: ‘There is no God here.’ This 
is illustrated by three caricatures showing 
an ecclesiastic, a Jew and a member of the 
bourgeois class smoking a large cigar. Under- 
neath there are the words: “They are respon- 
sible.’ There are no religious services at 
Buchenwald. When the deported people ar- 
rived, Bibles, chaplets and other objects of 
piety were taken from them. My companions 
and I who had made the journey from the 
prison of Belfort to Weimar in a sealed 
wagon over a period of three days used to 
offer up our prayers aloud. We wished to 
continue this custom on our first day in camp. 
But a man who had been a long time in the 
camp said to me: ‘Did you really pray? If 
you begin that here again you will be hanged.’ 
Thus did I prove that the inscription at the 
door was a reality. 

“The camp was made up of around 42,000 
men from 32 nations. Bishops, priests; pas- 
tors, rabbis from all countries were there. 
The latter were particularly hunted down. 
The Jews were the worst treated of all. In 
spite of blows and executions;certain among 
them had succeeded in keeping their Torah 
which they read and re-read and from which 
they recited different parts. 

- “In our group we tried to encourage each 
other by quoting biblical verses and lines of 
hymns. But as our-strength diminished our 
memory also began to fail. We worked all 
Christmas Day. They brought us a small fir 


tree wishing us a Happy Christmas—what 


irony! 

“A priest, who had not given up his calling, 
used, from time to time, to hear confession in 
the wash rooms and in the W.C. He was de- 
nounced and put to death. A Belgian doctor 
of the Roman Catholic faith called me as he 


_lay on his death-bed and said: ‘I have studied - 


the Lutheran thought, and as you are a Luth- 


eran, will you help me?’ I told him that I 
knew a Franciscan monk who was posing as 
a school teacher, and that I would ask him to 
come. This was perhaps the only Extreme- 
Unction administered in the camp. I was able 
to write to Belgium to the poor wife of this 
doctor and tell her that her husband died in 
peace. 

“How were we to recognize fellow-Chris- 
tians? We might be tempted to ask a question 
from the looks on some faces, but we had to 
be careful of ‘agents provocateurs.’ One day 
two such came and asked me if I had not 
something to read: ‘You are a pastor, per- 
haps. you have some serious literature which 
will make us think?’ These were ‘agents pro- 
vocateurs.’ 

“After countless perils I found myself in 
the prison of Bregenz waiting to be handed 


‘over to the Swiss authorities. It was Holy 


Week. As I was memorizing the verses of the 
Passion story I was sent for and brought to 


the frontier. I was free!” 


KARL BARTH SIGNS STATEMENT 
ON THE CONCENTRATION CAMPS 


We venture to reprint from The Interna- 
tional Press and Information Service a state- 
ment which we believe will be read with 
interest. It is printed for. information, and 
its appearance here implies no official ap- 
proval or disapproval of the views expressed. 


The statement was clearly made after the | 


revelations of the concentration camps, and 
before the cessation of hostilities. 

“The Swiss Aid Committee for the German 
Confessional Church, confronted with the 
accounts which have been submitted on the 
conditions obtaining in the German concen- 
tration camps, have issued the following 
statement under the signatures of Prof. Karl 
Barth, Prof. Oskar Farner and Pastor 
Vogt :— 

‘We share in the horror felt everywhere 
at the revelation of such acts. We mourn the 
innumerable victims of this evil system. How 
is it possible that men could have treated 
their fellow-beings in such a way? We expect 
that stern justice will be meted out to all who 
directly or indirectly are responsible. All 
good German citizens would agree with us, 
we are sure, that the whole German people 
must share in the guilt. 

‘But we make the following statement :— 
This Satanic spirit which must be over- ~ 
thrown along with the Nazi régime is not 
something which was unknown to the peoples 
of Europe and the world. Proofs are not lack-— 
ing of what this régime intended and wished, 


and we have plenty of statements on what 
has happened in German concentration > 
camps since 1933. a 

‘Tt is a fact that the testimonies given and 
the news spread were received with indiffer- 
ence and distrust in other countries. 

‘It is a fact that in the past twelve years 
hundreds of thousands of Germans and mil- 
lions of Jews of all countries have suffered as 
victims of this régime. 

‘It is a fact that the Government and gov- 
erning circles of those countries which are 
now at war with Germany found it possible 
from 1933 to 1939 to treat this terrorist 
régime with respect and to remain inactive. 

‘It is a fact that neutral Governments have 
suppressed for State reasons the spreading 
of this news up to a short time ago, although 
they had abundant evidence of its truth. 

‘It is, moreover, true that Christian circles 
also have neglected to make their knowledge 
known. It is quite natural that those who are 
conducting the war and the peoples of neu- 
tral countries should to-day awaken to the 
full truth and should realize with whom and 
with what they have to deal. 

“We give a warning against all hypocrisy 
which might fail to see the following 
points :— 

‘1. The cruelties to which everybody’s eyes 
have been opened are only the consequences 
and symptoms of a spirit towards which the 
world showed too much comprehension and 
tolerance. 


‘2. He who remained indifferent before or 
sympathetic towards the spirit of Hitlerism 
at its inception has no right to-day to try to 
put the blame for these horrors on others. 


‘3. Proof is not lacking that such evils are 
not' foreign to other peoples. 


‘4. Man is inherently evil. The sickness 
whose last frightful symptoms have been 
manifested in Germany is not a German sick- 
ness only but has its roots in a hardness of 
heart which is to be found among all people. 

‘5. Apart from. the Christian faith, there 
is no real and radical help for this hardness 
of heart—and not the German people only 
have been in many ways untrue to the faith. 


Printed in U.S. A. 
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tifying oneself by a blind hatred, condemn 
tion and retaliation. We declare that the 
can be no question of punishing the Germ 
people en bloc, but only of making them r 
sponsible for the renewing of the destroyed 
order. 

‘We ask God that He may grant to the 
Christian Churches in Germany and amo g 
all the peoples after these years of shameful 
deeds that they may perform their duty 
awakening the public conscience in a better 
way in coming days, in a more thorough and 
intrepid manner than before. 

‘We are convinced that we speak in this 
declaration not only in our own names but 
also as representing the mind of the Confes- 
sional Church in Germany.’ ” 


EMPIRE YOUTH SUNDAY 


H.M. the Queen will attend the Empire 
Youth Service, to be held in Westminster 
Abbey at 6.30 p.m. on June 10th, and will 
probably be accompanied by the Princesses. 

The congregation at this service will be 
composed almost entirely of young people 
between the ages of 14 and 18—members of 
the Pre-Service Training Units and the Na- 
tional Voluntary Youth Organizations. Young 
people from all the Dominions, India and the 
Colonial Empire will also be present. Among 
the congregation will be the Mayor of West- 
minster and representatives of the Colonial 
Office, the Dominions and India. The address 
will be given by the Rev. Ronald Lunt, M.C., 
C.F. 

Other arrangements in London on Jue 
10th include a Youth Service in Westminste 
Abbey at 9.30 a.m., which will be broadcast 
to Home and Empire; an Empire Youth Rally 
in Westminster Cathedral at 4:30 p.m., at 
which the address will be given by the Arch- 
bishop of Westminster, and a Jewish Youth 
Service at 3.30 p.m. at The Great Synagogue, 
which will: be taken by the Rev. I. L. Swift 
and the Rev. S. Kusevitsky. ca 

Similar services will be held during the da 
throughout the British Isles and the Britisk 
Empire and Commonwealth. 


